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Don’t Just Return—Connect! 
No one told me that Saint John’s was this busy! 

Ha! I’m really just kidding. I love being busy. It’s always reassuring to me that there’s life. In a 
parish, in particular, it usually demonstrates that the place is alive when you’ve got a lot of things 
going on. Well, Saint John’s is certainly alive. We’re hopping right now! We have a number of our 
more normal aspects of Sunday worship returning, the weekday schedule is starting up again, 
and we’ve got a number of receptions booked and on the calendar. But don’t forget the most 
important thing—more and more people are feeling comfortable enough to return. All of this adds 
to our vibrancy.

The act of returning always carries with it certain responsibilities. When the children of Israel 
finally got their wish and were finally able to return to the promised land after their long exile, 
there, in front of them, was the responsibility of rebuilding the city, including the broken walls that 
used to fortify and were now in such disrepair. 

We, too, have responsibilities in our return. The most important, of course, is to make sure we 
continue to value life when it comes to the pandemic. That’s why we encourage all who are 
qualified to get vaccinated. It’s why the Vestry and all our leaders are thinking through every part 
of our parish life to make sure that we make wise decisions. We want to make sure that all stay 
protected.

We have another responsibility. We need to make sure we continue to open our arms to others. I 
was speaking to the staff this past week in our bi-monthly meeting about a certain image we see 
in a number of places in our prayer book. It’s the image of Jesus stretching out his arms upon the 
cross (e.g., BCP, p. 138). That’s our calling as Christians—and as parishioners of this wonderful 
parish. We are called to stretch out our arms in love to others. And we can only do this, when we 
open ourselves up! When we let others get to know us. 

A practical way we can practice this—is our church directory. It’s a small way, but an important 
one. We’ve discovered over the last few months that our church directory needs to be updated. In 
many entries, we have wrong or incomplete information. And then, in some entries, we don’t have 
pictures (or updated pictures). I’ll confess something: my picture isn’t in there yet. Shame! It’s 
coming, I promise.

But when you think about it; it’s true. A church directory is a great way to make yourself known so 
others can get to know you. And so, you can stretch out your arms in love to others. (The 
stretching out your arms is usually more figurative; but at times, it’s very literal.) 

So check out your entry in the church directory. Verify the info and make sure there’s a good 
photo. If not, call the church office and let’s get it updated!

In a few months, we’ll be transitioning over to a new system called Realm. It’s a technological tool 
that will really help us stay connected. More announcements about that tool will be given in the 
future. 

But first things first: let’s update that directory! And let’s do all we can to stay connected. 
Because after these past fifteen months, we know what feeling more disconnected feels like. 
Don’t just return—CONNECT!       —Rev. Dr. James Detrich, Rector
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THE LESSONS
Lectionary Year B

JUNE 6
Second Sunday after 
Pentecost
1 Samuel 8:4-11, 
(12-15), 16-20, 
(11:14-15)
Psalm 138
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1
Mark 3:20-35

JUNE 13
Third Sunday after 
Pentecost
1 Samuel 15:34-16:13
Psalm 20
2 Corinthians 5:6-10,
[11-13],14-17
Mark 4:26-34

JUNE 20
Fourth Sunday after 
Pentecost
1 Samuel 17:57-18:5, 
10-16
Psalm 133
2 Corinthians 6:1-13
Mark 4:35-41

JUNE 27
Fifth Sunday after 
Pentecost
2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27
Psalm 130
2 Corinthians 8:7-15
Mark 5:21-43

Bishop Poulson Reed just recently announced that the Diocese will place all 
future decisions concerning Covid safety into the hands of parish leaders. In 
response, the Vestry has updated our safety practices and protocols: 

* Sectioning off certain pews in the church to enforce physical distancing will 
end
* Contact tracing and the checking of temperatures upon entry will end
* Prayer books and hymnals will return to the pew racks
* Congregational singing will be allowed (see below for an additional 
requirement)
* Indoor eating will be permitted again—in select situations

With regard to mask wearing, the Vestry encourages anyone unvaccinated 
and/or immunocompromised to continue wearing masks at church. This 
comes with a special plea to parents with younger children who aren’t yet 
qualified to receive the vaccine: please continue to require your children to 
wear masks while at church. Additionally, anyone who feels more comfortable 
wearing a mask—especially considering the risks that large gatherings pose
—should continue to do so. 

There is one situation in which mask wearing will be required. Understanding 
the increased risk congregational singing presents, the Vestry has mandated 
that masks be worn while singing. If you choose to sing, mask up! This will 
provide an extra layer of security that will help keep everyone safe.

Weekday services will resume on June 1st: Holy Eucharist on Tuesday at 10 
a.m. and Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. Weekday Bible studies will also resume. 

The church office will reopen for regular office hours on June 1st. Hours are 
Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., and Wednesday 
from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  

New Diocesan Guidelines for COVID-19

Celebration of New Ministry, 
June 24

Join us on Thursday, June 24, at 7:00 p.m. for the 
Celebration of New Ministry for our new rector, Fr. James 
Detrich! Bishop Poulson will lead this service (found on 
page 559 in the Book of Common Prayer.) The service 
will have music and Holy Eucharist will be offered. Stay 
around after to congratulate and welcome Fr. Detrich 
and enjoy a parish-wide reception. Questions? Call the 
church office at 321-3020. See you there! 

Acolyte Training June 13-27 
All children from 4th-12th grade welcome 
for acolyte training at St. John’s! Watch 
GroupMe or contact Emma Brown at 
ebrown@episcopalnorman.org for times. 

June 13 - Honor Sunday
At the 10:30 a.m. service on June 13, we 
will honor the 2020 and 2021 Seniors and 
acolytes. Join us as we wish our graduates 
well and thank our acolytes for their 
dedication to St. John’s. 
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Everyone is welcome to join the "Knit" Night fellowship group. We meet the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of each 
month  -- June 3 and June 17 --from 6:30 to 8:30 pm in the Commons. It's a casual setting, and if you need to 
leave early or arrive late we're happy to have you join us as your schedule allows.

This group began to knit together and help new knitters learn skills. Activities have expanded. Participants 
now bring along any portable needlework, craft or art project to work on while we chat, including embroidery, 
crochet, sketching, coloring pages, quilting, applique, counted cross stitch and spinning. There are folks who 
can help you learn new skills or solve project challenges.  A reminder email is sent a day or two before each 
meeting. If you'd like to be added to the email list or have any questions about the group, please contact 
Melody Palm at (309) 825-6963 or mapalm@ilstu.edu. 

St. John’s “Knit” Night

VBS at Whirlwind Mission
St. John’s youth group and other volunteers will be helping to lead a VBS in Watonga, OK again this 
year! We were unable to go last year and we are incredibly excited that we will be able to this year! 

During the VBS, we sing camp songs, have lots of arts and crafts, have Eucharist, and eat lunch with 
local children. After they go home, we clean up, do some local trips where we learn about why we 
go, Deacon David Oakerhater, and the history of the Whirlwind mission. We stay at the mission at 
night; however, if this is a concern, please let Emma know. Youth-age children (6th-12th grade) are 
welcome to join the youth group to volunteer. Adult volunteers and younger children are also more 
than welcome to help, too!

The dates for Watonga VBS are June 8-11. Additional adult volunteers are still needed in the kitchen 
and helping with the campers. If you would like to volunteer or want more information, please email 
Emma Brown at ebrown@episcopalnorman.org. 

Spring Baptisms
May brought us the first baptisms of 
2021! Below, cousins Inez and 
Harrison are baptized on May 9. To the 
right, Stetson is baptized on May 16. 
Congrats to parents and godparents! 
Thanks be to God! 

Newly baptized Stetson Hughes is surrounded by proud parents and godparents. 

Cousins Inez Eskridge and Harrison Murphy contentedly observe as photos are 
taken after their baptisms. 

mailto:ebrown@episcopalnorman.org
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I don’t have any experience with children. 

• That’s okay! Its very likely that you have experience with people and children are small people! While 
their brains aren’t as developed as the adults you interact with, you can talk with them (they like that!), 
explore questions, make crafts, share snacks (everyone likes those!), and play games. They might 
even teach you something!

I am not a trained educator.

• That’s okay! There is not a test at the end of the year, no benchmarks to meet, no academic standards 
to address. Sunday School is about sharing stories of God’s love, how we can love God back, and the 
many ways we can do God’s work in the world. Children don’t need a trained educator, they need an 
adult that loves God, loves children, and wants to do God’s work in our world! 

I don’t know enough about theology.

• That’s okay! Each Sunday School class has curriculum to follow that guides the teachers and class 
through stories, discussion, and activities. You don’t need a formal education in religious studies, just 
a questioning mind and a willingness to explore!

I am self-conscious about speaking in public.

• That’s okay! Our Sunday School classes are small groups of children. There is no judgement. It’s also 
pretty likely that they’ll do most of the talking. If you have children, you’ll know what I’m talking about!

I get hungry in the middle of the morning.

• That’s okay! We offer snacks during Sunday school and call it “the feast.” Your hunger will be satisfied 
with fruit gummies, granola bars, goldfish crackers, cheese crackers, animal crackers, and the fruits of 
the spirit!

I don’t have any children in Sunday School. 

• That’s okay! You don’t have to be a parent or have children in Sunday School to teach Sunday School. 
Kids need caring adults in their lives that are not their parents. As that adult, you have an opportunity 
to help children grow in the fullness of God and to experience the love and joy of God’s kingdom.

I don’t like getting up early.

• That’s okay! Sunday School starts at 9:30. If that’s too early, you might want to consider an earlier 
bedtime. We also offer coffee (and tea) in the parish hall and there’s a Starbucks down the street. The 
fall is a great time to stretch your comfort zone and try something new. Mornings are beautiful! 

I attend the 7:30 service, not the 10:30 service.

• That’s okay! Sunday School starts at 9:30, there’s plenty of time after the 7:30 service to relax, visit with 
your friends, enjoy a cup of coffee or tea, say a few prayers, and enjoy a mindful moment before the 
chaos fun begins. 

So… YES! You can be a Sunday School teacher! I would love to help you start this adventure in the fall. If you 
feel called to teach Sunday School, we need teachers for all age groups. You can email me at 
csonleitner@yahoo.com . -Catherine Wilson

I can’t be a Sunday School teacher because….

mailto:csonleitner@yahoo.com
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Nursery Reopens 
Our nursery is open and I am so excited to welcome families 
with young children back to church! 

The nursery is available during the 10:30 service and will be 
staffed at 10 AM for drop-off before the service. We have 
two wonderful caregivers on the nursery staff – Juliana and 
Anthony. 

Juliana is a 2020 graduate of Norman High School. She is 
currently a student at Long Island University Global and will 
be with us throughout the summer. She hopes to continue 
her studies in Spain next fall. 

Anthony is a 2021 graduate of OU with a double major in 
Music Composition and Engineering. He plans to pursue a 
graduate degree that combines his love of music and math 
via Acoustic Engineering. 

Abundant Life Garden Project
Vacation Bible School is coming in June!

This summer we will explore God's creation and the resources water, seeds, soil, animals, and 
harvest using curriculum from Episcopal Relief and Development. With the story of Genesis as a 
foundation, we will play in the water and talk about how different communities get the water they 
need, examine different types of seeds and start our own children's garden, investigate different 
types of animals, play games, and make crafts. 

We will meet on Sunday afternoons from 4-6PM beginning on Sunday, June 13 and ending Sunday 
July 25th.

Please register using the link on the St. John’s Facebook page, pick up a registration form in the 
church office, or call 405-321-3020 to register your kids. 

Children’s Chapel is up and running! 
The purpose of Children’s Chapel is to provide children with their own 
version of the service and provide parents space for intentional 
worship. During Children’s Chapel we sing, listen to the gospel story, 
and work on a related craft or activity. Children come into the service 
for communion and then head to the playground until the service is 
over. 

We meet in the foyer before the 10:30 service. Children pre-K through 
3rd grade are welcome to join us. 4th and 5th graders are welcome 
as “junior helpers” and we always welcome additional adult 
volunteers!

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CORNER
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LOVING JESUS—AN EPISCOPALIAN’S 
THOUGHTFUL LIFE-WITNESS
Diana Butler Bass, Freeing Jesus: Rediscovering Jesus as Friend, 
Teacher, Savior, Lord, Way, and Presence. HarperOne, 2021.  Available 
in audiobook, ebook, & hardcover, $14-19.

Bass reads this audiobook herself, as if she were just telling you stories 
and talking with you.  I recommend listening to one section at a time and 
thinking about it and your own relevant experiences before moving on to 
the next. This book is perfect for older and younger adult Episcopalians to 
read and discuss together (one chapter per week for eight weeks)—to 
learn about diverse historical and lived ways of thinking about and loving 
Jesus and about one another’s own past faith journeys through and 
around those ways as well.  
In 1994, Marcus J. Borg’s Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time 
presented the Jesus Seminar’s biblical research to lay readers with 
influential clarity, showing Christian life as concerned primarily with not our belief or our goodness, but our 
relationship with God and our openness to transformation by that relationship to become more compassionate, 
like Christ.  Today, Presiding Bishop Michael Curry invites us to join the Jesus Movement: “the ongoing 
community of people who center their lives on Jesus and following him into loving, liberating, and life-giving 
relationship with God, each other and creation.”  With only quick nods to both Jesus Seminar and Jesus 
Movement, Freeing Jesus reflects a similarly strong, deeply learned and devoted view, biblically grounded, but 
its voice is neither an academic nor an ordained one.  Here is a profoundly different voice, a spiritually 
searching, intimate voice telling her own wondrous love story.  
Bass calls this “memoir theology,” not “theological memoir”: that is, “the making of theology—understanding 
the nature of God—through the text of our own lives and taking seriously how we have encountered Jesus” (p. 
202).  Her own faith-life stories of loving Jesus from childhood through her teens, college and seminary years, 
doctoral studies, two marriages, career, motherhood, and other adult challenges (including the pandemic) 
actually compose her developing portraits of Jesus in his several roles that theologians have named and 
variously understood, biblically depicted and culturally interpreted roles in which she has met and loved Jesus 
herself.  An independent scholar of church history, she acknowledges that her book’s chapters exclude Jesus 
as Lover, as Word, as Wisdom, as Bread and Wine (Sustenance)—and perhaps other Jesuses besides those, 
also worthy of discussions like these about Jesus as Friend, Teacher, Savior, Lord, Way, Presence, and (in her 
conclusion) Universal Christ.
Like many Episcopalians today, Bass came to our church after myriad transformative experiences in a 
Methodist family, as an evangelical seeker and student, and as an American encountering radical changes in 
our nation’s culture and religion’s role in it.  I wonder how Episcopalians raised Roman Catholic or Southern 
Baptist, “mainline Protestant” or in the Black Church or a mega-church might honestly engage this inviting 
conversation about Jesus, and how “cradle” Episcopalians variously raised “low church,” “high church,” and 
“broad church” might find Bass’s stories resonating with their own, or perhaps not so much?  Reading Freeing 
Jesus calls us to share our own Jesus wonderment with others, with his compassion, celebrating our 
differences.   —reviewed by Susan Laird

FROM ST. JOHN’S LIBRARY
This monthly column in Evangel features short reviews of books from the parish library as well as Episcopal Church 
Publishing and cathedral stores, and the Education for Ministry program at Sewanee, or books recommended by our 
rector. Books reviewed need not be brand-new, but should serve the purpose of expanding our learning resources for 
spiritual growth—perhaps also introducing texts for study by parish groups and Sunday School classes. To participate in 
this educational lay ministry, contact parish librarian Anne Harris anneharris636@gmail.com or Susan Laird 
susielaird@icloud.com, or Evangel editor Merrie Beard merrie@episcopalnorman.org. Submission deadline: third Sunday 
of each month, about 200-500 words.

mailto:anneharris636@gmail.com
mailto:susielaird@icloud.com
mailto:merrie@episcopalnorman.org


Online Giving
Many of you have recently taken advantage of the ease of making pledge payments online. If you are interested in doing 
so as well, go to episcopalnorman.org and click on the DONATE button in the upper left corner. There is a simple form to 
complete; be sure to also complete the memo with what the donation is for. You can use this to pay for altar flowers, 
make memorial donations, etc. We use a secure program facilitated by our bank. Questions? Contact the office at 
321-3020. 

VESTRY

Holly Cole
SENIOR WARDEN

Pat Welch
JUNIOR WARDEN

Martha White 
Chuck Palm
Greg Taylor

Ulli Nollert
Owen Mills

Roshni Robert
Susie Laird

Jona Kay Steed
George Elassal

St. John’s at a Glance
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STAFF
The Congregation
Ministers of the church

The Rev. James Detrich
Priest: 321-3020

The Rev. James Tyree
Deacon

Catherine Wilson
Christian Formation Director

Merrie Beard 
Parish Administrator

Dr. Olivia Burke
Organist/choirmaster

Emma Brown
Youth Minister

ADDRESS: 235 W. Duffy, Norman, OK 73069
MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. Box 2088 Norman, OK  73070

PHONE: 405-321-3020

WEBSITE: www.episcopalnorman.org
EMAIL: staff@episcopalnorman.org

OFFICE HOURS: Mon, Tues, Thur 9am-4pm
Wed 9 am-6pm

Prayer Requests
Prayer requests may be submitted to the church by calling the office, sending an email to staff@episcopalnorman.org, or 
online at www.episcopalnorman.org/prayer-request.  Requests will be added to the Prayers of the People, unless you 
would like your request kept private.

Pastoral Care
The church is committed to the well-being of its members through caring relationships and kind actions. The 
Congregational Care committee and St. John’s staff are placing calls to check on our parishioners during COVID-19. The 
rector is also available for pastoral care via phone or email. If you or someone you know need care from the 
Congregational Care committee, please contact the church office at 321-3020, or staff@episcopalnorman.org.

Online Church Service Options 
Sunday Mornings: These videos will continue until the live 
stream is up and running.The videos are available on the St. 
John’s website, https://episcopalnorman.org/videos.aspx.

St. John’s Evening Prayer: Evening prayer will continue on 
Sundays at 5 p.m. at on Zoom at the following link: 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73026652111?
pwd=WEhxVUNKc2dUWHJXaGRWNlRGdHRLUT09

Meeting ID: 730 2665 2111
Password: 003527  
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

 COMING UP AT ST. JOHN’S
* Knit Night, June 3, 6:30 p.m.

*Bishop’s visit, June 6

*VBS Watonga, June 8-11

* Knit Night, June 17, 6:30 p.m.

*Installation of New Ministry, June 

24, 7 p.m.

* The Church Office Will Be Closed Memorial 
Day, May 31st

YOUTH GROUP SCHEDULE 
* June 6- Watonga Meeting

* June 8-11- Watonga VBS

* VBS Watonga, June 9-11

* June 26 - Zoo trip

* July 18 - Pool Party, 7 p.m.

* August 6-7 - lock-in

FURTHER RESOURCES
> Keep up with the news of the diocese at:   
www.epiok.org 

> Connect with the wider Episcopal Church: 
www.episcopalchurch.org

> Find the Liturgical Readings: 
www.lectionarypage.net

> Find the Book of Common Prayer online at: 
bcponline.org


